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Don’t dig up trouble! 

1-800-252-1166
www.gopherstateonecall.org

Share with us your favorite chili recipes by March 26 to: Ed i tor, Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec tric, PO Box 
69, Jack son MN 56143-0069 or e-mail to christoffer@federatedrea.coop. Oth er wise, drop it off at your 
local elec tric co-op. Add your name and phone num ber.  

Contact Go pher State One Call 
(GSOC) before doing any digging  
more than 12-inches deep. Make this 
call 48 hours before digging for foun-
dations, trees, tiling and more. You can 
also register on the website at www.
gopherstateonecall.org. This gives util-
ities time to mark their underground 
lines up to your meter so you are safe! 
Then contact a licensed electrician to 
locate the underground lines on your 
side of the meter.  

Take the chill off a long winter with new chili recipes

Au Gratin Hash Brown Potatoes by Judy Anderson, St. James
2 lbs. frozen hash browns  dash of garlic powder
12 oz. cream cheese   ¾ c. chopped onion
2 c. shredded cheddar cheese  2 c. crushed corn fl akes
1 can cream of chicken soup  1 stick margarine, melted
1 tsp. salt
Mix together the hash browns, cream cheese, shredded cheese, soup, salt, garlic powder 

and chopped onion. Bake at 350º for 45 minutes.  Remove from the oven and sprinkle 
corn fl akes evenly over the potato mixture. Drizzle the melted margarine over the corn 
fl akes. Return to the oven and bake 45 minutes longer.   

Bacon Potatoes 
by Suzann Olson, St. James

Cut unpeeled, scrubbed potatoes into 
bite-sized pieces. Fill a 9x13" pan. Sprinkle 
onion soup mix on top. Layer strips of bacon 
over the top. Bake covered 1 hour at 350º. 
Then bake uncovered for 10 minutes. Serve 
with sour cream.  

Join your electric cooperative for a Save Energy 
webcast Tuesday, April 13, at noon or 7 p.m. Learn 
easy ways to reduce your energy use this summer.

The webcast will discuss ways you can lower the 
amount of electricity used for cooling your home 
during the summer. You’ll also learn how to improve 
your home’s building envelope; fi nd those areas where 
your home may be leaking energy. Gain information 
on energy-effi cient lighting. Energy experts will 
answer your questions.

To join the webcast visit http://MNBrighterIdeas.Webex.com (note, there is 
not a www before the address). Pre-registration is not required. Mark this date 
on your calendar! 

What is a building envelope? 
And is it costing you money?

Spicy Cheesy Potatoes
 by Suzann Olson, St. James

1 can cheddar soup
1 jar salsa
1 pint half & half cream
Mix the ingredients. Pour over sliced 

potatoes. Sauce needs to cover the potatoes. 
Bake at 325º 1½ hours covered. Remove 
the cover for the last 10 minutes.  

Lefse by Shirley Carter, Windom
Bring to boil: 4½ c. water 1½ sticks corn oil margarine
Mix in: 4½ c. instant potatoes 1½ c. dry powdered milk
2½ tsp. salt   1½ tsp. sugar
Stir well. Pour into a cake pan. Cool overnight in the refrigerator. When ready to 

make, add 2¼ c. fl our. Make into balls and roll.  

Ask about 
our cooling 

rebates!

Old Faithful! 
Marathon water heaters are 
as dependable as Old Faithful 
— not to mention super ener-
gy effi cient. Call your electric 
co-op today for details.
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Brown County Rural Electrical Assn.
24386 State Hwy 4, PO Box 529

Sleepy Eye MN 56085
E-mail address: bcrea@browncountyrea.coop 

Website: www.browncountyrea.coop

Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30  p.m. Monday-Friday 

Wade Hensel, General Man ag er

Board of Directors
Thomas Hayes, President — 228-8954
James Mickelson, Vice President  — 794-6298
James D. Hanson, Sec.-Treasurer — 877-3631
Christ Christensen — 249-3460
Robert Berg, Jr.  — 359-2158
Brad Sprenger — 877-2633
Allen Hanson — 439-6987
Reuben Kokesch — 359-2112
Elmer Guggisberg — 354-8320
The Board of Directors meets the last Thursday 
of each month.

Brown County 
Ru ral Electrical 
Association

Brown County REA held its monthly 
board meeting February 25 at the BENCO 
offi ce, Mankato. The next meeting will be 
March 26 at the BCREA offi ce, Sleepy Eye. 
The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. 

Discussion and/or action was taken on the 
following agenda items:

• Approved minutes, new member applica-
tions, member cancellations, disbursements, 
payments to estates, payroll and fi nancial 
statements.

• Reviewed and approved staff/director 
meeting reports.  

• Reviewed annual meeting preparations.
• Approved Reynold Dittbenner as Op-

eration Round Up Board Member from 
District 6.

• Reviewed GRE load management take-
over.

• Discussed planning for Strategic Think-
ing Session.

• Discussed cost of three-phase service 
for members.

• Discussed safety issues with equipment 
on bucket trucks.

Reviewed DOT truck inspection infor-
mation.  

Wade Hensel
General Manager

Manager’s message

Board meeting 
highlights
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Member Survey Results
In your December REA bill you received a yellow 

card that asked you to tell BCREA how satisfi ed, or 
dissatisfi ed, you were with the job that we are doing. 
We received 1,267 responses. Of those responses 871 
(69 percent) reported very good satisfaction and 349 
(27 percent) reported good for a total of 96 percent 
good or very good. While we were encouraged by the 

results, we also use the survey to improve our service to our members 
by responding to any comments on the cards. We want to thank all of 
you who returned those cards with comments on them. The number one 
comment or question was: what is the power cost adjustment (PCA) on 
my bill, and why does it vary so much from month to month? I will try to 
shed some light on that in the following article.

Brown County REA is one of 28 Minnesota electric co-ops that com-
prise and own our wholesale electric cooperative power provider, Great 
River Energy. The relationship between Brown County REA and Great 
River Energy is similar to that of Brown County REA and its members 
— one owns the other and they share in the success and challenges of 
the business.

The PCA you see each month on your electric bill represents the 
change in our wholesale power cost from month to month, since the 
time, many years ago, when our retail rates were established with the 
wholesale power cost base in effect at that time. The PCA does change 
each month, as does our wholesale power cost. Wholesale costs are 
much higher in the summer and winter and lower in the spring and fall.

Wholesale power costs represent 65 percent of the cost of providing 
electric service to our members. We make every effort at doing all we 
can to control this cost. As our members participate in the wide variety 
of load management and energy-effi ciency programs we offer, this helps 
to control the signifi cant cost. Even with this help we need to use a PCA 
in our rates to pass through to our members the changes in our whole-
sale power cost.

Working together we can keep our PCA as low as possible. 

Anybody home?
Someone is always home with a 

Heartland Security system! 
Call 1-888-264-6380.




